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The Power of Education
Introduction
Maya Angelo’s is an author who wrote the book to narrate her biography and share her personal life experience. She starts it off by focusing on her tender age when she was taken to live with her grandmother together with her brother. Maya went through a painful experience of rape at the age of eight years. The sexual abuse affected her inner self and also her social life. She stayed a life of loneliness as she felt miserable and hopeless. The autobiography also focuses on major themes such as power of education, racism, rape, identity as well as literacy. 
The title “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” is symbolic in that it refers to the different struggles of an individual as they try to achieve knowledge. The bird in the cage tries to escape by trying all forms of techniques every day without giving up. The song it sings also act as a method of trying to free itself. The cage is a symbol of the oppression and inequality which exists in the community. 
Through the depression that Maya went through after the rape incidence, she read through the books written by Mrs. Bertha flowers which inspire her and creates a sense of freedom in her inner self. This is an aspect of the power of education as it was only possible for Maya to understand the depth of the words written in the books which inspired her. 
The power of education is also evident in the autobiography throughout the life of Maya. She studied art and drama at George Washington High School where she managed to succeed in her final examinations (Fernandes, 2017). The education she gained was of great importance in her life as she became the first African streetcar conductor. This was a great achievement for her. The power of education made it possible for Maya to work in such an environment despite the racism that was taking place in the country causing a look-down on the non-Americans. 
In the early twenties, informal education was pronounced thus Maya also learned informally and understood the cultures of the people of the country. She also was able to know the various aspects which she needed to live a good life without criticism from the whites. This is the power of education which enabled her to survive during that time when racism was widespread.
The power of education has also been portrayed in the autobiography where Maya decides to remain silent after the incident of rape as well as when she received criticisms from the whites. This prevents her from uttering words which could cause conflict of a bad effect to the people who are directly responsible. Maya also remains silent to her peers who look down on her because she is an African and helps her to survive in school as she continues to gain more knowledge. 
Being a great listener has also helped Maya to row in the power of education. She was able to keenly listen to her grandmothers’ tales on slavery and gained knowledge on the history of the people. She also listened to sermons as they attended the religious and internalized the messages thus accumulating wisdom (Power, 2014). This learning promoted her spiritual growth of her mind which helped as she wrote her biography. 
Education is important in dealing with all life difficulties which can be demonstrated by critical thinking. The topic “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” is symbolic of the different options that an individual takes in order to solve a problem. One has to consider the source of the problem and do an intensive research of the various methods that can be used to solve it. The power of education thus is implied in such situation in her work enabling her to come up with possible solutions to the problems. 
Power of education involves the creation of opportunities which are created through creative thinking. Once a community thinks creatively, the level of their development rises significantly causing a sharp rise in the quality of life they lead. Therefore, one is able to make choices wisely and implement new ways of doing things which are beneficial to one self as well as the community in general (Xavier 2017). Additionally, it helps in the process of problem solving. Once an individual creates new and beneficial ideas, they help in dealing with some problems which bring conflicts in the community. 
Education has also enhanced the reduction of racism rate in America. This is made possible through the learning of the importance of equality among people. The promotion of teamwork has also enhanced the decline of racism rates. Power of education has also proven that all people are equal as black people can also succeed in the academic sector. This is evident in the life of Maya whereby despite her being black she managed to succeed in her education. 
Mayas belief in power of education is also evident in her autobiography whereby she uses literary devices in her writing which promotes the understanding of her work. These devices such as metaphors also make the reading to become more interesting as she compares aspects with real life experiences. Maya uses rape as a metaphor which symbolizes the oppression of Africans by the Americans as well as a critique of the American culture. 
Conclusion
Maya Angelo belief in power of education was enhanced as she collaborated with different authors in the creation of her autobiography and followed the guidance of her seniors who persuaded her to write the autobiography. Many people especially students are motivated by the life Maya lived and thus work hard towards the achievement of their goals. The themes racism, rape and identity are universal and thus Maya’s book still remains relevant to all people across the world.
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